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A great dedl of attentionisnow being paidto both
violence against women and to the effectsof suchvio-
lenceontheir children. Onequestion that commonly
arises is. How often does child maltreatment and
woman battering occur inthe samefamilies? This
document briefly summearizeswhat isknown about the
overlap between thesetwo formsof abuseinthesame
families

We currently haveavery limited pictureof this
overlap. Existing studiesallow usto state what de-
gree of overlap exists, but - aswill be seen below -
not much morethanthis. Part of the problemisthat
most studies published to datereport smplestatistics
on the percentage of overlapping violenceinfamilies
based on survey questionsor case-record reviewsthat
were carried out for other purposes. Thedataonthe
overlap isoften mentioned asan asideto the primary
findingsof aparticular study. Hughes (1988) study
of childrenisagood exampleof this. Hughesmen-
tionsthat 60% of the children accompanying battered
women to ashelter werereported by their mothersto
have aso been physically abused. The focus of
Hughes' study wasthe psychologica and behavioral
problemsassociated with achild’ switnessing violence
in the home, not on the overlap between child mal-
treatment and woman battering. Asaresult, wehave
an estimate of the overlap in this shelter-based popu-
lation but little more about how theseformsof abuse
areinterconnected.

How FamiliesWerel dentified

Itishelpful toreview the methodsused to collect
research dataabout familieswhentrying to understand

thefindingsof studiesavailableon overlapping abuse.
Researchershave cometo study the overlap between
child matreatment and woman abuse mostly fromtwo
different directions. One strategy hasbeen toidentify
evidence of woman battering infamilieswhereknown
casesof child maltreatment exist. Thesestudieshave
most often examined existing recordsin casesof child
abuse and looked for information indicating that a
child’smother was also being abused. For example,
Hangen (1994) |ooked at the M assachusetts Depart-
ment of Social Services Child Protection caserecords
for indicationsthat anincident of adult domestic vio-
lence had occurred since the last case review. He
examined computerized recordsfor all active child
protection casesin Massachusettsover aseven month
period and found that the averageincidence of adult
victimization recorded in caseswas 32.48% across
al statechild protection offices. The statewideaver-
age overlap jumped to 48.2% when Hangen added
caseswhererecordsindicated aservice goal of pro-
tecting the child from adult domestic violence. Inan-
other study, Stark and Flitcraft (1988) used suspected
casesof child abuse and neglect at amajor hospital to
then search for indications of victimization in the
mother’smedical records. They found that records
of 45% of these children’smothers showed someevi-
denceof being battered.

A second strategy hasbeentolook for evidence
of child abuseinthefamilieswhereabuse of themoth-
ersisknown to exist. The percentages of overlap
offered include only battered women with children
present inthe home, not al battered women. Some of
these studieshavedrawnther datafrominterviewsof
women residing in battered women'sshelters, others
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have advertised inthemediato recruit families, and
still othershavelocated battered women who were
using other social services. For example, Bowker,
Arbitell and McFerron (1988) advertisedin anationd
magazine, devel oped anational sampleof 1,000 bat-
tered women -775 of which had children present in
the home -and found that 70% of the wife beaters
werealso reported to abusetheir children.

Accuracy of Reports

Itislikely that theresultsonefindsin aparticular
study are strongly influenced by the source of the data
collected. Weknow from other studiesthat men and
women differ intheir level of reporting violence (see
Edleson & Brygger, 1986; Szinovacz, 1983) and that
children report different effectsof witnessing violence
than do their mothersor fathers (see Sternberg, Lamb
& Dawud-Nours, 1998). Inthe sameway, child pro-
tectionrecordsarelikely to giveavery different pic-
ture of overlapping abuse than reports by battered
womenin ashelter or using another social service.
Few studies have used multiple sourcesthat include
data collected from both battered women and from
child protection sources. One such study (Petchers,
1995) found that 46% of the battered women inter-
viewed reported that at |east one of their children had
been maltreated; because somewomen reported that
one, but not all of her children, had been abused, this
totaled 34% of thechildreninthestudy. Interestingly,
when Petchers examined county child protection
recordsshefound that 62% of thechildrenin her study
had reportsof child maltrestment. Petchersfound that
mothers' reportsand those of the county wereconsis-
tent in only 41% of the cases. Mothersreported many
incidentsof child maltreatment that werenot recorded
incounty filesandviceversa

Still other studies examinethe overlap between
formsof abuseinone sfamily of originasrecaled by
adultsmany yearslater. For example, Rosenbaum
and O’ Leary (1981) asked adult subjectsintheir study
to recount their childhood experiences. Thewomen
inthisstudy reported that 82% of their husbandswho
witnessed one parent abuse another (no gender speci-
fied) werea so physically abused aschildren.

Studiesthat rely on only one source of informa-

tionarelikely to underestimatetheoverlgp. Oneneeds
to congder carefully the source of information reported
and likely reasonsfor under or over-reporting of vio-
lentincidents. In somestudiesmothersmay befearful
of reporting child maltreatment unknown to officia
sources. Inother studiescounty child protection agen-
ciesareunlikely torecord all instancesof child mal-
trestment, or adult recollectionsof childhood experi-
encesmay behighly edited.

Reported L evelsof Overlapping Violence

TheTablebelow listsasdection of theavailable
studiesby author name(s) and date of publication,
the sources of theinformation fromwhich estimates
were obtained, and the percent of overlap reported.
Giventhevaried methodsused and limitations
pointed out above, one can il state that the major-
ity of studiesindicatethat from 30% to 60% of
familieswhereeither child matreatment or woman
batteringisidentified it islikely that both formsof
abuseexist. For amore completelisting, seerecent
articlesby Appel and Holden (1998) and Edleson
(1999).

TheDynamicsof Overlapping Violence

Theaboveoverview clearly indicatesthat there
isasignificant overlap between child abuseand
woman batteringinthesamefamilies. Mot of the
current research on thistopic does not, however,
indicate how theseformsof violence co-occur,
whether one precedesthe other, or what impact
their combination hasonadult and child victims.

Bowker et d.’s(1988) study doesshed somelight
on these dynamics. Inaddition to ahigh degree of
overlap, Bowker and his colleagues found that the
severity of abuseto awoman isassociated with the
severity of abuseto childreninthehome. Thatis, the
more severely awomanisbattered themore severely
her childislikely to beabused. They found that child
abuse was | ess severe than woman battering in the
familiesstudied. They alsofound that themoredomi-
nant ahusbandisinafamily’s decision making, the
morelikely achildistobeabused. Findly, thelarger
thenumber of childreninafamily themorelikely there
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isto bechild abuseinthehome.

Bowker et a. studied only childrenwhowerebio-
logically related to the abuser. Othershave reported
that the presence of children fathered by previousmae
partners put women at greater risk of being abused
(Daly, Singh & Wilson, 1993) and that the presence
of astep-parent put children at greater risk of being
abused (Wilson & Daly, 1987). Rosenbaum and
O’ Leary (1981) reported that men who batter their
wives were much more likely than others to have
grown upin homeswhere adult domestic violencewas
occurring. Similarly, Suh and Abel (1990) found that
battererswho were abused asachild weremorelikely
to abusetheir own children.

Many questionsregarding the dynamicsof this
overlap remain unanswered at thispoint. Thesein-
clude, for example, therelationship between amother
being beaten and her own use of violencetoward her
children. AlImost 20 yearsago, Hilberman and Munson
(1977-78) suggested that one possible scenario in
familieswas* hushand beatswifewho beatschildren”;
(p. 463). More recently, Straus and Gelles (1990)
reported that women who were beaten were at | east
twiceaslikey to abusetheir childrenwhen compared
to non-abused women. Walker (1984) reported that
while 53% of the batterers were reported to abuse
their children, 28% of thewomen sheinterviewed aso
reported perpetrating abuse against their children.
These studies suggest some type of link between
woman battering and subsequent abuse of thechild
by themother. Anin-depth understanding of thislink,
however, remainsvery unclear andin need of study.

Similarly, therearevery few studiesamong those
reviewed herethat identify, much lessdiscuss, thedif-
ferent dynamicsof thisoverlap within varied racial,
ethnicand cultural subgroups. Only afew Sudiesstate
the racial, ethnic or cultural composition of their
samples. Evenfewer examinedifferencesinregardto
racid, ethnic or cultura influencesonthe overlap be-
tween theseformsof domestic violence.

Conclusion
Thisbrief review clearly suggeststhat thereisa

large overlap between child matreatment and woman
battering. Our present understanding of thelink be-

tweenwoman and child abuseislimited to rough esti-
matesbased mostly ontheanaysisof recordsnot origi-
nally intended for this purpose. Many questionsre-
main to beanswered and our understanding would be
greatly enhanced by in-depth studies of thefamiliesin
whichwoman abuse and child abusejointly occur.
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For moreinformation see:

Thereareseveral recent papersthat should provide
you with greater information on thistopic. Many of
theseareavailabledectronicaly andinclude:

In the Best Interest of Women and Children: A
Call for Collaboration Between Child Welfare
and Domestic Violence Constituenciesisa
briefing paper by Susan Schechter and Jeffrey L.
Edleson prepared for aWingspread Conference of
asimilartitle. It wasreprinted inthe Spring 1995
issue of Prevention Report from the National
Resource Center for Family Centered Practice at
theUniversity of lowa. Itwasasoreprintedinthe
Fall 1995issueof Protecting Children (Volume 11,
No. 3) fromtheAmerican HumaneAssociation.
(http:/Amwww.mincava.umn.edu/papersiwingsp.htm)

Mothers & Children: Understanding the Links
Between Woman Battering and Child Abuseisa
briefing paper by Jeffrey L. Edleson presented at the
Strategic Planning Workshop on ViolenceAgainst
Women, National I nstitute of Justice, Washington,
DC, March 31, 1995. (http://
wWww.mincava.umn.edu/papers/nij.htm)

Evaluation of a protocol to identify battered
women during investigations of child abuse and
neglect by Randy H. Magen, Kathryn Conroy, Peg
McCart Hess, Ann Panciera, and BarbaralLevy
Simonat ColumbiaUniversity School of Socia
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Work. This paper was presented at the 4th Interna-
tional Family Violence Research Conference,
University of New Hampshire, Durham, New
Hampshire, July 22, 1995. (http://
www.columbia.edu/~rhm5/FV_PAPER.html)

Alsoavailablearesavera recent bibliographiesonthis
topic:

Children Who Witness Violence: Research & Inter-
vention_by Jeffrey L. Edleson.
(http:/Amnww.mincava.umn.edu/bibs/bibkids. htm)

The Link Between Child Maltreatment and \Woman
Battering by Melody Bialke & AnnaHagemeister.
(http:/Awww.mincava.umn.edw/bi bs/bibchwom.htm)

Woman Abuse Co-Existing with Child Maltreat-
ment by Randy H. Magen.
(http:/Amww.col umbia.edw/~rhmS/wacanbib.html)

TheMinnesota Center Against Violence and Abuse
operatesaWorld Wide Web-based Electronic Clear-
inghouseat http:/AMww.mincava.umn.edu

that you may wish to search for morerecent additions
totheabovelist.
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In Brief:
The Overlap Between Child Maltreatment
and Woman Abuse

. Studiesshow that children arebeing physically abused in approximately half the
familieswhere the mother isaknown victim of domestic assault.

. Similarly, studies show that mothersare being battered in approximately half the
familieswhere her childisaknown victim of physical abuse.

. Availablestudiesdiffer dramatically intheir methods, including definitions of abuse,
families studied, data collection procedures, and reported results. The over-reliancein
most studies on single sources of information most likely leads to underestimating the
extent of the overlap.

. Research to date has provided only limited answersto the many questionsthat arise
when studying thisissue. Most studies are based on surveys designed to collect
information on other topics. Asaresult, many questionsremain unanswered.
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